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Abstract

The current research examineed the principle of merit-based administrative selection in public
administration during the Ottoman era, as one of the foundations adopted by the Ottoman state in
managing its administrative affairs and organizing its government apparatus. The research also aimed
to analyze the mechanisms and criteria used in selecting administrative staff, and the extent to which
scientific and practical competence was considered in appointments and promotions within the
administrative apparatus. Furthermore, the research discussed the impact of this principle on achieving
efficiency and effectiveness in state administration, highlighting the developments that occurred in the
administrative selection system throughout different periods of Ottoman history. The study employed
a historical-analytical approach, analyzing historical sources and documents related to Ottoman
administrative systems. The study concluded that the Ottoman state, despite being influenced by various
social and political factors, sought, in many phases, to solidify the principle of merit in selecting
administrative officials, particularly through the administrative education and hierarchical system. This
contributed to the stability and effectiveness of the administrative apparatus for extended periods.

Keywords: Administrative competence, Administrative selection, Public administration, Ottoman
administrative, Islamic administrative systems.
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